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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed January 29, 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claim 1: Hasse teaches 
thermoplastic films for the backsheet 26 such as polyethylene or polypropylene in Col. 20, lines 
55-60, both of which are known to be thermoplastic elastomeric materials, thus they are clearly 
stretchable. As to applicants arguments that Hasse does not teach a layer of superabsorbent 
particles applied and held to an adhesive composition, Examiner disagrees. The layer taught by 
Hasse contains superabsorbent particulate which is placed upon the adhesive composition (i.e. 
applied to said composition) and is thus held by the adhesive in a manner that secures the 
composite to the substrate. There is no material structural difference between the layer taught 
by Hasse and the claimed layer. Any layer containing particulate that is positioned adjacent a 
layer of adhesive on substrate, wherein securement to that substrate is required, will result in 
the superabsorbent layer, whether airfelt or otherwise, being held by said adhesive because the 
denser particulate materials upon placement on the adhesive will adhere to said adhesive. The 
limitation of "a layer of particulate superabsorbent" is interpreted as containing at least said 
superabsorbent particulate material due to the open-ended "comprising" claim language. 

Applicants' arguments with regard to dependent claims 2-14 and 17-22 have been fully 
considered but are not persuasive as Applicants' arguments depend entirely on Applicants' 
arguments regarding the rejection of claim 1, which have been addressed supra. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4 and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hasse et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,496,429). 

With respect to Claim 1 : Hasse teaches an absorbent article 20 comprising: a stretchable 
substrate 26 and an absorbent composite 28 comprising a layer of adhesive composition in 
contact with the stretchable substrate 26 and a layer of particulate superabsorbent material 
applied to and held by the adhesive composition, the absorbent composite 28 being secured to 
the substrate 26 by the adhesive composition. (Col. 20, lines 20-25) 

With respect to Claim 2: Stretchable substrate 26 is a first stretchable substrate. Article 20 
taught by Hasse further comprises a second stretchable substrate 24 in generally superposed 
relationship with the first stretchable substrate 26 whereby the absorbent composite 28 is 
disposed between said first and second stretchable substrates 26,24, respectively. (Col. 20, 
lines 63-65, Col. 21, lines 9-14) 

With respect to Claim 3: The layer of adhesive composition taught by Hasse is a first layer of 
adhesive composition, the absorbent article 20 further comprising a second layer of adhesive 
composition applied to the layer of particulate superabsorbent material defining composite 28. 
(Col. 21, lines 9-14) 
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With respect to Claim 4: The stretchable substrate 26 is a first stretchable substrate, the 
absorbent article 20 further comprising a second stretchable substrate 24 in generally 
superposed relationship with the first stretchable substrate 26 and secured to the second layer 
of adhesive composition to thereby secure the absorbent composite 28 to said second 
stretchable substrate 24. (Col. 21, lines 9-14) 

With respect to Claim 17: Absorbent composite 28 further comprises hydrophilic fibers. (Col. 
19, lines 17-32) 

With respect to Claim 18: Absorbent composite 28 has a width and a length (Fig. 2), said 
absorbent composite 28 having a 

non-uniform basis weight across at least a portion of at least one of the width and the length of 
said absorbent composite 28. (Col. 19, lines 29-32) 

With respect to Claim 19: Stretchable substrate 26 is elastic. (Col. 20, lines 48-53) 

With respect to Claim 20: Stretchable substrate 26 defines an outer cover of the absorbent 
article 20, the absorbent article 20 further comprising a liquid permeable liner 24 in generally 
superposed relationship with the outer cover and adapted for contiguous relationship with the 
wearer's skin, the absorbent composite 28 being disposed between the liner 24 and the outer 
cover. (Col. 20, lines 63-65, Col. 21, lines 9-14) 

With respect to Claim 21 : The layer of adhesive composition taught by Hasse is a first layer of 
adhesive composition and the layer of particulate superabsorbent material is a first layer of 
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particulate superabsorbent material, the absorbent article 20 further comprising a second layer 
of adhesive composition applied to the first layer of particulate superabsorbent material (on its 
topsheet-facing side), a second layer of particulate superabsorbent material included as part of 
the absorbent composite 28 being applied to and held by the second layer of adhesive 
composition. (Col. 20, lines 20-25, Col. 21, lines 9-14) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hasse et al 
('429) in view of Jiang et al ('614). 

With respect to Claim 5: Hasse does not explicitly teach that the adhesive composition 
comprises a hot-melt adhesive. An absorbent article as set forth in claim 1 wherein the adhesive 
composition comprises a hot-melt adhesive. Jiang teaches an adhesive composition that is a 
hot melt adhesive. Jiang teaches that said hot-melt composition has a long opening time at 
processing temperature and faster set time at lower temperatures ('614, U 0107) therefore it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the article of Hasse by substituting 
said adhesive composition with a hot melt adhesive composition as taught by Jiang such that 
the adhesive sets quickly at room temperature. 

With respect to Claims 6-10: Jiang teaches that the adhesive composition has a viscosity less 
than 8,000 mPa-s (8,000 cP) at 190 degrees Celsius, therefore the viscosity will also be less 
than 10,000 cP at 204 (claim 6), 149 (claim 7) and 121 degrees Celsius (claim 8). Thus the 
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adhesive composition will also have a viscosity at 149 degrees Celsius that falls within the 
range set forth in claim 9. With respect to claim 10, Jiang teaches that the viscosity could be 
less than 6,000 mPa-s (cP) at 190 degrees Celsius, which would also be less than 6,000 cP at 
149 degrees Celsius and therefore falls within the range set forth in claim 10 

With respect to Claims 11-14: Jiang teaches that the adhesive composition has a storage 
modulus of 0.001-1 Mpa (10 5 - 10 7 dynes/cm 2 ) at 25 degrees Celsius. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melanie J. Hand whose telephone number is 571-272-6464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-5:30, alternate Fridays 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1115. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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